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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
EXECUTIVE OFFICE FOR IMMIGRATION REVIEW
IMMIGRATION COURT

DECLARATION OF ALBERTO RODRIGUEZ CASTILLO
A-NUMBER 249-307-473
IN SUPPORT OF APPLICATION FOR ASYLUM

I, Alberto Rodriguez Castillo, hereby declare and state the following:

1.

My name is Alberto Rodriguez Castillo. I was born in the state of Michoacan,
Mexico. I am a Mexican citizen. I currently reside in California, United States,
together with my wife, Claudia Isabel Tamayo Bravo, and my stepdaughters,
Josefina Navarro Tamayo, Izayana Navarro Tamayo, and Yasmin Lisbeth Navarro
Tamayo.

I grew up in Michoacan, Mexico. I attended elementary school from August 1993
through June 1999, when I completed my formal education. After that, I began
working in the fields, in agricultural labor, which was my primary occupation for
many years.

. In 2007, 1 decided to travel to the United States in search of better work

opportunities. I attempted to cross the border on six occasions, at different points
along the Mexico-California border. On April 20, 2007, I was apprehended in
Jambul, California; on April 21, 2007, in Jacumba, California; on April 23, 2007, in
Campo, California; and two different times on April 26, 2007, in San Ysidro,
California. In each of those attempts, I was detained by United States immigration
authorities, held in a room for approximately four to five hours, and returned to
Mexico. On April 28, 2007, I successfully crossed the border near the Tijuana
airport, at around three in the morning.

. Once in the United States, I settled in California, where I worked in a furniture

factory. I remained in the United States from 2007 until approximately 2012. I
returned to Mexico voluntarily that year. I was not formally deported; the decision
to return was my own.

Back in Mexico, I returned to Michoacan, where I resided until 2017.

Around 2016 or 2017, I met Claudia Isabel Tamayo Bravo through Facebook. She
lived in San Luis Rio Colorado, Sonora, and I was in Michoacin. We began
communicating and getting to know each other through that social network. Our
relationship grew over the distance, until I decided to move to San Luis Rio
Colorado to be with her. We became partners and formed a family.



7.

10.

11.

12.

13.

Upon arriving in San Luis Rio Colorado in 2017, I began working at the company
Flexronics, where I remained until 2023. Claudia also worked at Flexronics, though
on different shifts: I worked during the day, and she worked at night. That
difference in schedules was part of our daily routine.

On November 21, 2023, while I was working at Flexronics, the incident that would
forever change the course of our lives occurred. When I returned home at the end
of my shift, I found Claudia crying and visibly terrified. I did not understand what
was happening. She was very distressed and did not explain the details to me at that
moment.

Claudia told me everything that had happened: that armed and hooded men,
members of the Cartel Los Salazar, had entered our home looking for her nephew,
Alberto Lopez Tamayo. Claudia told me that she had been thrown to the floor, that
one of them placed a foot on her head while threatening her, and that they forcibly
took her nephew away. She also told me that during the invasion, the men asked
where her "husband" was , meaning me. Hearing all of this filled me with horror.
Over time, I came to the conclusion that, upon seeing the photographs we had
hanging on the walls of our home, those men had assumed I was Claudia's husband,
and that, from that day forward, they already knew what I looked like.

The fact that the cartel members specifically asked about me during the attack fills
me with deep fear. I have no connection to the cartel or to any criminal activity, but
the simple fact that they came looking for me in my own home, in that context of
violence, makes me feel that my life would also be in danger if  returned to Mexico.
We did not report the incident to the police. In San Luis Rio Colorado, it is common
knowledge that local authorities have ties to the Cartel Los Salazar and other
cartels, or have at least been infiltrated by them. Reporting a crime committed by
the cartel would be like painting a target on one's own back. The threat was explicit.
If they spoke out, the consequences would be fatal for the entire family.

Faced with this situation, we made the difficult decision to leave Mexico and seek
protection in the United States. In December 2023, together with Claudia, and my
stepdaughters Josefina and Karla, we presented ourselves at the border crossing in
San Luis, Arizona. We considered using the CBP One application, but the wait
times were too long, and the fear of remaining in Mexico any longer was
unbearable. We presented ourselves directly to immigration agents and explained
what had happened. However, the immigration agents denied entry to Karla, who
was turned away at the border and was unable to enter the United States. Claudia,
Josefina, and I were processed, fingerprinted, and held in a room for approximately
five to six hours before being released with a parole document.

At the time of processing, I voluntarily informed the immigration agents that I had
entered the United States without authorization in 2007, and that I had been



14.

15.
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17.

detained at the border before successfully crossing. I was completely transparent
about my history. I have no criminal record in the United States or in Mexico.
Since our arrival in the United States in December 2023, I have worked alongside
my brother providing landscaping and garden maintenance services.

If I were to return to Mexico today, [ would have no safe place to go. The men who
entered my home specifically sought out my whereabouts. An organization like this
does not stop just because someone moves to a different city. If I were to stay in
Mexico, I would live in constant fear of being found at any moment.

I have a deep fear of returning to Mexico. It was not just our home that was invaded
our entire family was threatened. Claudia's nephew, Alberto Lépez Tamayo, was
kidnapped and remains missing to this day. No one was arrested or prosecuted for
that crime.I respectfully request that asylum be granted to me in the United States
together with my family. My life and the lives of my loved ones depend on it.

I reserve the right to supplement this declaration in the future.

Finally, I declare, under penalty of perjury, that the information contained in this
declaration is true and accurate.

/signature/

Alberto Rodriguez Castillo
A-Number 249-307-473
07/17/2026

I, André Penna Mello, telephone number 415 425-2508, mailing address P.O. Box 90487, San
Diego, CA 92169, certify that the professional translation of this document from Spanish to
English has been performed by myself, a qualified translator fluent in both languages, and
that the following is an accurate and complete translation of the document.

Date: July 17, 2026.




DEPARTAMENTO DE JUSTICIA DE LOS ESTADOS UNIDOS
OFICINA EJECUTIVA DE REVISION MIGRATORIA
TRIBUNAL DE INMIGRACION

DECLARACION DE ALBERTO RODRIGUEZ CASTILLO
A-NUMBER 249-307-473
EN APOYO A LA SOLICITUD DE ASILO

Yo, Alberto Rodriguez Castillo, por medio de la presente declaro y manifiesto lo
siguiente:

1.

Mi nombre es Alberto Rodriguez Castillo. Naci en el estado de Michoacan, México.
Soy ciudadano mexicano. Actualmente resido en California, Estados Unidos, junto
con mi esposa, Claudia Isabel Tamayo Bravo, y mi hijastras, Josefina Navarro
Tamayo, [zayana Navarro Tamayo y Yasmin Lisbeth Navarro Tamayo.

Creci en Michoacan, México. Estudié en la escuela primaria desde agosto de 1993
hasta junio de 1999, cuando terminé mi educacion formal. Después de eso, empecé
a trabajar en el campo, en labores agricolas, que fue mi ocupacion principal durante
muchos afos.

En 2007, decidi viajar a los Estados Unidos en busca de mejores oportunidades de
trabajo. Intenté cruzar la frontera en seis ocasiones, en distintos puntos de la
frontera entre México y California. El 20 de abril de 2007, fui detenido en Jambul,
California; el 21 de abril de 2007, en Jacumba, California; el 23 de abril de 2007,
en Campo, California; y dos veces el 26 de abril de 2007, en San Ysidro, California.
En cada uno de esos intentos, fui detenido por las autoridades migratorias de los
Estados Unidos, retenido en una sala por aproximadamente cuatro a cinco horas, y
devuelto a México. El 28 de abril de 2007 logré cruzar la frontera cerca del
aeropuerto de Tijuana, alrededor de las tres de la madrugada.

Una vez en los Estados Unidos, me estableci en California, donde trabajé en una
fabrica de muebles. Permaneci en los Estados Unidos desde 2007 hasta
aproximadamente 2012. Regres¢ a México voluntariamente ese afio. No fui
deportado formalmente; la decision de regresar fue mia.

De regreso en México, regresé a Michoacan, donde residi hasta el afio 2017.
Aproximadamente en el afio 2016 o0 2017, conoci a Claudia Isabel Tamayo Bravo
a través de Facebook. Ella vivia en San Luis Rio Colorado, Sonora, y yo en
Michoacan. Comenzamos a comunicarnos y a conocernos a través de esa red social.
Nuestra relacion fue creciendo a la distancia, hasta que decidi mudarme a San Luis
Rio Colorado para estar con ella. Nos unimos como pareja y formamos una familia.



7.

10.
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Al llegar a San Luis Rio Colorado en 2017, comencé a trabajar en la empresa
Flexronics, donde me desempefi¢ hasta el afio 2023. Claudia también trabajaba en
Flexronics, aunque en turnos distintos: yo trabajaba de dia, y ella trabajaba de
noche. Esa diferencia de horarios era parte de nuestra rutina diaria.

El 21 de noviembre de 2023, mientras yo me encontraba trabajando en Flexronics,
ocurrio el incidente que cambiaria el curso de nuestra vida para siempre. Al regresar
a casa al final de mi turno, encontré a Claudia llorando y visiblemente aterrorizada.
Yo no entendia lo que estaba pasando. Ella estaba muy alterada y no me explic6 los
detalles en ese momento.

Claudia me contd6 todo lo que habia sucedido: que hombres armados y
encapuchados, miembros del Cartel Los Salazar, habian entrado a nuestra casa
buscando a su sobrino, Alberto Lopez Tamayo. Claudia me cont6 que fue arrojada
al suelo, que le pusieron un pie sobre la cabeza mientras la amenazaban, y que se
llevaron a su sobrino a la fuerza. También me dijo que durante la invasion, los
hombres le preguntaron donde estaba su "esposo"”, es decir, yo. Escuchar todo eso
me llend de horror. Con el tiempo, llegué a la conclusion de que, al ver las
fotografias que teniamos colgadas en las paredes de la casa, esos hombres habran
asumido que yo era el esposo de Claudia, y que, a partir de ese dia, ya sabian coémo
era yo.

El hecho de que los miembros del cartel preguntaran especificamente por mi
durante el ataque me genera un profundo temor. No tengo ninguna relacion con el
cartel ni con actividades criminales, pero el simple hecho de que me buscaron en
mi propia casa, en ese contexto de violencia, me hace sentir que mi vida también
estaria en peligro si regresara a México.

No reportamos el incidente a la policia. En San Luis Rio Colorado, es de
conocimiento general que las autoridades locales tienen vinculos con el Cartel Los
Salazar y otros carteles, o al menos han sido infiltradas por ¢l. Reportar un crimen
cometido por el cartel equivaldria a ponerle una sefial en la espalda a uno mismo.
La amenaza fue explicita. Si hablaban, las consecuencias serian fatales para toda la
familia.

Ante esta situacion, tomamos la dificil decision de dejar México y buscar
proteccion en los Estados Unidos. En diciembre de 2023, junto a Claudia, Josefina
y mi hijastra, Karla, nos presentamos en la linea fronteriza en San Luis, Arizona.
Consideramos utilizar la aplicacion CBP One, pero los tiempos de espera eran
demasiado largos, y el miedo de permanecer en México por mas tiempo era
insoportable. Nos presentamos directamente ante los agentes de inmigracion y les
explicamos lo ocurrido. Sin embargo, los agentes de inmigracion le impidieron el
ingreso a Karla, quien fue bloqueada en la frontera y no pudo entrar a los Estados
Unidos. Claudia, Josefina y yo fuimos procesados, tomados las huellas dactilares,



y retenidos en una sala por aproximadamente cinco a seis horas antes de ser
liberados con un documento de parole.

I3. Al momento de ser procesado, informé voluntariamente a los agentes de
inmigracion que habia ingresado a los Estados Unidos sin autorizacion en 2007, y
que habia sido detenido en la frontera antes de lograr cruzar. Fui completamente
transparente sobre mi historial. No tengo antecedentes penales en los Estados
Unidos ni en México.

14. Desde nuestra llegada a los Estados Unidos en diciembre de 2023, he trabajado
Junto con mi hermano prestando servicios de paisajismo y mantenimiento de
Jardines.

I5. St yo regresara a México hoy, no tendria un lugar seguro adonde ir. Los hombres
que entraron a mi casa buscaron especificamente mi paradero. Una organizacion
asi no se detiene porque alguien se muda de ciudad. Si me quedara en México,
viviria con el miedo constante de que en cualquier momento me encontraran.

16. Tengo un profundo temor de regresar a México. No fue solo nuestra casa la que fue
invadida, fue nuestra familia entera la que fue amenazada. El sobrino de Claudia,
Alberto Lopez Tamayo, fue secuestrado y permanece desaparecido hasta el dia de
hoy. Nadie fue arrestado ni procesado por ese crimen.

I7. Solicito que se me conceda asilo en los Estados Unidos junto con mi familia. Mi
vida y la de mis seres queridos dependen de ello.

I8. Me reservo el derecho de complementar esta declaracion en el futuro.

|
Por altimo, declaro, bajo pena de perjurio, que la informacion contenida en esta declaracion i‘
es verdadera y precisa. !

|

Albey 120 Aodyisocz. CoS‘tt: llo
Alberto Rodriguez Castillo
A-Number 249-307-473

17/07/2026



Alberto Rodriguez Castillo File No. A. 249-307-473
Claudia Isabel Tamayo Bravo File No. A. 249-307-474
Josefina Navarro Tamayo File No. A. 249-307-475

Proof of Service

On this day, I, Natalia Vieira Santanna, served a copy of the following documents:

RESPONDENTS’ ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTS IN SUPPORT OF ASYLUM AND
WITHHOLDING OF REMOVAL

To the following:

Office Location: Mailing Address:
Office of the Principal Legal Advisor US Immigration and Customs Enforcement
Department of Homeland Security US Department of Homeland Security
100 Montgomery Street, Suite 200 Office of the Principal Legal Advisor
San Francisco, CA 94104 P.O. Box 26449
San Francisco, CA 94126-644

by:

Through the EOIR Courts and Appeals System (ECAS), which will automatically send service

notification to both parties that a new document has been filed.

Natalia Vieira Santanna (Bar N. 337502)
Attorney at Law

P.O. Box 7528

Oakland, CA 94601

Counsel for Respondents




