






         
 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
P.O Box 25920 
Overland Park, KS 66225 
 
RE: Response to the Request for Evidence 
Petitioner: Rosana da Silva Araujo (A242-888-322) 
Receipt Number of Form I-360: MSC2690174028 

Dear Sir or Madam, 

This office represents the Petitioner, Rosana da Silva Araujo, in connection with her Form I-360 
Petition for Special Immigrant Juvenile Classification. Enclosed please find Petitioner’s timely 
response to the Request for Evidence (RFE) issued on September 23, 2026. 

I. Procedural Context and Applicable Legal Standard 

On January 26, 2026, the Fourth District Juvenile Court of Utah County, State of Utah, issued an 
Order Regarding Special Immigrant Juvenile Findings. The state court determined that: (1) Petitioner 
is dependent on the juvenile court; (2) Reunification with Petitioner's father is not viable due to abuse, 
neglect, and abandonment, and reunification with her mother is not viable due to neglect; (3) It is not 
in Petitioner's best interest to return to her country of nationality, Brazil. See Exhibit 1.  

In the Request for Evidence dated September 23, 2026, USCIS requested additional evidence 
establishing the factual basis for the juvenile court’s determination that returning to Brazil is not in 
Petitioner’s best interest. 

II. Legal Standard and Scope of USCIS Consent Review 

Under 8 C.F.R. § 204.11(d)(5) and controlling USCIS policy, USCIS’s consent function requires 
reviewing the juvenile court order and supporting evidence to conclude that the request for SIJ 
classification is bona fide, establishing that a primary reason the determinations were sought was to 
obtain relief from parental abuse, neglect, abandonment, or a similar basis under state law. In 
exercising this function, USCIS relies on the expertise of the juvenile court in making child welfare 
decisions and does not reweigh the evidence to determine if the child was subjected to maltreatment. 
Furthermore, USCIS defers to the juvenile court in making best interest determinations and does not 
require the court to conduct any analysis other than what is required under state law. 

With respect to the best-interest determination, USCIS policy explicitly instructs that where the 
juvenile court places or recognizes the child under the care of a caregiver in the United States under 
state law governing dependency proceedings, and the record reflects that the caregiver provides a safe, 
loving home and is best suited to care for the child, this constitutes a sufficient factual basis to warrant 
DHS consent. 

As affirmed in Matter of D-E-X-C-, Adopted Decision 2022-01 (AAO Oct. 12, 2022), where a state 
court order synthesizes its ultimate judicial findings, petitioners establish the requisite factual basis by 
submitting the supplemental state court record, including initiating pleadings and supporting affidavits 
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considered by or consistent with the court's findings. Petitioner explicitly preserves all administrative 
claims and statutory rights under the INA, 8 C.F.R. § 204.11, and the Administrative Procedure Act 
(APA), 5 U.S.C. § 706, noting that substituting the state court’s child-welfare evaluation with an 
administrative re-assessment would exceed federal consent limits. See Exhibits 2-4. 

II. Factual Basis for the Juvenile Court's Best Interest Determination 

The Utah Juvenile Court Order independently contains the requisite factual basis required by 8 C.F.R. 
§ 204.11(d)(5). Nevertheless, and without conceding that any additional evidence is legally required, 
Petitioner submits the underlying state-court record and corroborating documentation out of an 
abundance of caution to eliminate any question regarding the evidentiary foundation considered by 
the Juvenile Court:  

1. Safe Placement with Caregiver in the United States 

As specifically found in Finding of Fact No. 6 of the Utah Juvenile Court Order, Petitioner resides in 
the United States under the care of her cousin, Larissa Araujo Santos. Under her cousin’s care, 
Petitioner is provided with a secure home, emotional support, and the environment needed to 
complete her education safely. Under USCIS policy, this safe placement in the United States 
independently provides a sufficient factual basis for the court's best-interest finding. See Exhibit 1; 
See also Exhibit 4. 

2. Severe Paternal Abuse and Lack of Parental Protection in Brazil 

As set forth in the initiating state-court dependency petition (See Exhibit 2) and corroborated by 
Petitioner's personal declaration (See Exhibit 3) and her caregiver's statement (See Exhibit 4), 
Petitioner was subjected to prolonged physical and psychological abuse by her biological father due to 
his chronic alcoholism and drug addiction. Finding of Fact No. 3 of the Utah Juvenile Court Order 
further confirms that Petitioner’s biological mother maintained no consistent relationship or contact 
with her, providing no protection or maternal care.  

3. Absence of Safe Custodial Placement or Support in Home Country 

Petitioner has no fit parent in Brazil able or willing to provide shelter, care, or protection. As 
recognized in Conclusion of Law No. 4 of the Utah Juvenile Court Order, returning Petitioner to 
Brazil would expose her to credible, ongoing threats to her safety without adequate protection. See 
Exhibit 1. The enclosed declarations are explicitly framed as corroborative evidence of pre-existing 
historical facts already recognized by the State Court. See Exhibits 3-4. This record directly addresses 
the RFE and demonstrates that the Juvenile Court’s order is supported by an ample factual foundation. 

Conclusion 

The submitted record establishes by a preponderance of the evidence that the Utah Juvenile Court’s 
determinations are supported by a reasonable factual basis and that DHS consent is fully warranted 
under INA § 101(a)(27)(J) and 8 C.F.R. § 204.11(d)(5). Petitioner respectfully requests that USCIS 
grant DHS consent and approve her Form I-360 Petition for Special Immigrant Juvenile Status. 
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Please find enclosed all requested documentation: 

I. Order Regarding Special Immigrant Juvenile Findings; 
II. State Court Pleadings: Petition for Adjudication of Dependency & Utah Juvenile Court 

SIJ Order; 
III. Rosana Da Silva Araujo Declaration with English Translation; 
IV. Larissa Araujo Santos Declaration with English Translation; 

 
Thank you for your time and consideration in this matter. Should you have any questions or concerns 
feel free to contact me using the information listed below.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________ 10/14/2026  

Otavio Haverroth Silva 
SBN#343486  
(510) 241-9336  
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Exhibit 1 - Order
Regarding Special
Immigrant Juvenile

Findings



FOURTH DISTRICT JUVENILE COURT

FOR UTAH COUNTY, STATE OF UTAH

 

 

FINDINGS OF FACT:

1.        The Minor, Rosana Da Silva Araujo, was born on March 15, 2008, in Brasilia - Federal

District, Brazil.

2.        The Minor currently resides at 3613 W 2740 N, Lehi, Utah 84043, within the jurisdiction

of this Court.

3.        The Minor has had no consistent relationship or contact with her biological mother,

Raquel Aparecida Da Silva, except for limited financial support.

4.        The Minor was subjected to prolonged and severe physical and psychological abuse by

her biological father, Ronaldo Araujo Martins.

5.        The Minor?s father struggles with drug addiction and severe alcoholism that has caused

serious health issues.

6.        The Minor fled Brazil in fear for her life and currently resides in the United States under

STATE OF UTAH, in the interest of   ORDER REGARDING SPECIAL
IMMIGRANT JUVENILE FINDINGS

Da Silva Araujo, Rosana 03-15-2008   Case No. 1258731

A person under the age of 18 years   Judge  Jared Anderson

This matter having come before the Court on the Petition for Predicate Findings in Support of

Special Immigrant Juvenile Status filed on behalf of ROSANA DA SILVA ARAUJO, and the

Court having reviewed the pleadings, affidavits, and other materials submitted, and having

considered the best interests of the Minor, hereby makes the following FINDINGS OF FACT

AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW:

Continued on next page



the care of her cousin, Larissa Araujo Santos.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1.        This Court has jurisdiction under Utah Code §§ 78A-6-103 and 78A-6-117 and authority

to make the findings set forth herein pursuant to 8 U.Sx.C. § 1101(a)(27)(J) and 8 C.F.R. §

204.11.

2.        The Minor is dependent upon this Court and has been placed under its jurisdiction.

3.        Reunification with the Minor's father is not viable due to abuse, neglect, and

abandonment. Reunification with the Minor's mother is not viable due to neglect.

4.        It is not in the best interest of the Minor to return to Brazil due to the credible and ongoing

threats to her safety and the failure of the government there to provide adequate protection.

ORDER

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, ADJUDGED, AND DECREED THAT:

1.        The Minor is declared dependent upon this Court.

2.        Reunification with one or both of the Minor's parents is not viable due to abandonment,

neglect and abuse.

3.        It is not in the Minor?s best interest to return to her country of nationality, Brazil.

4.        These findings are made to enable the Minor to petition the U.S. Citizenship and

Immigration Services for classification as a Special Immigrant Juvenile pursuant to 8 U.S.C. §

1101(a)(27)(J).

                                                                              SIGNED BY THE COURT

                                                                              /s/ Judge Jared M Anderson

                                                                              and filed on 01-26-2026 09:02 AM

Page 2 of 2,  Rosana Da Silva Araujo - 1258731
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Exhibit 3 - Rosana Da
Silva Araujo

Declaration with
English Translation
(Dated: October 7,

2026)



SWORN DECLARATION OF ROSANA DA SILVA ARAUJO 

 

I, ROSANA DA SILVA ARAUJO, born on March 15, 2008, in the Federal 

District of Brasília, Brazil, and currently resident at 866 N Pugh Ln, Saratoga 

Springs 84045, Utah, declare, under penalty of perjury under the laws of the 

United States of America that the following is true and correct. 

I was raised in the Federal District by my biological parents, Ronaldo 

Araujo Martins and Raquel Aparecida Da Silva. For as long as I can remember, I 

grew up under the shadow of constant trauma, in an environment dominated by 

a sense of unpredictable dread and deep emotional and physical insecurity. My 

father suffers from severe alcoholism and drug addiction, consuming substances 

daily and rarely remaining sober. Under the influence of these substances, he 

always exhibited extremely aggressive, violent, and explosive behavior inside the 

home. 

Even though my father did not direct physical aggression directly against 

my body, I was a constant victim of psychological abuse and experienced 

episodes of extreme physical violence against my mother. The image of my 

mother falling onto the bathroom floor, covered in blood after being assaulted 

by him, remained etched in my memory like a nightmare from which I could not 

wake up. I was just a child trying to place my own body in front of hers to protect 

her, crying in despair and wondering if we would survive that night. 

In another terrible moment, when I was between 10 and 12 years old, I do 

not remember the exact age, my father got involved in a street/bar fight because 

of his debts and addictions. Shortly after he arrived home in distress, a furious 

man appeared at our gate, pounding, screaming, and threatening to break into 

the house. Inside my home, I was paralyzed with terror over what would happen 

and at the same time watching everything with curiosity, as I was just a child, 

while my father exposed us to danger and went out to the garage to physically 

fight with them, leaving us completely unprotected. 



In childhood and adolescence, instead of being cared for, I was forced to 

assume the role of the adult in the house. Due to excessive alcohol and drug 

consumption, my father developed liver complications, suffered cardiac arrest, 

and was intubated in terminal condition in the ICU. Being just a young girl, I 

spent days in the hospital caring for his health, witnessing intense scenes and 

having access to content on his cell phone that no daughter should ever see. It 

was a very heavy and difficult situation to go through, especially given my age at 

the time. 

My mother, on the other hand, works independently (reselling 

merchandise) and spent days and nights away from home, without providing me 

with the slightest supervision or protection. Throughout my childhood and 

adolescence, I spent entire days alone in an empty house, not knowing when my 

mother would return or if my father would arrive home violent. No one asked 

me if I had eaten dinner, if I was in pain, or if I needed a hug. In the frequent 

fights where my father became aggressive, my mother was never able to 

intervene to guarantee my safety. 

My decision to come to the United States in August 2023 was due to the 

absolute impossibility of continuing to live under this cycle of neglect, 

psychological abuse, violence, and lack of safety in Brazil. The desire to continue 

my studies was a positive outcome of seeking a safe environment, but the 

primary reason for my departure was escaping the neglect and risks of living 

with my parents. 

I currently do not have any financial assistance or support from my 

parents in Brazil, nor do I maintain contact with them. Returning to Brazil means 

returning me to this abyss of fear and helplessness. My parents do not have the 

financial, moral, or psychological stability to take me in; if I am forced to return, I 

will be left completely to fend for myself, with no one to turn to for a home, 

safety, and stability. 

In the United States, I found in my guardian, Larissa Araújo Santos, the 

family and protection I never had in Brazil. For the first time in my life, I feel 

cared for as a young person should be, in fact, I even feel like a child again, 

because I can be vulnerable around Larissa, and she always takes care of me. 

 



We have quality time, talk about my emotions, and live in a safe and loving 

home in Lehi, Utah. Under Larissa's guardianship, I regained my peace of 

mind, completed my studies with excellent grades, and have the 

opportunity to build a safe and dignified future. 

I declare, under penalty of perjury, that all of the above information 

is true. 

Saratoga Springs, Utah, October 7, 2026. 

 
 
 

 

 
ROSANA DA SILVA ARAUJO 

 

 

 

I, André Vinícius Inacio Penna Mello, telephone number 415 425-2508, mailing address 

P.O. Box 90487, San Diego, CA 92169,  certify that the professional translation of this 

document from Portuguese to English has been performed by myself, a qualified translator 

fluent in both languages, and that the following is an accurate and complete translation of 

the document. 

____________________________________________     Date: October 9, 2026. 



DECLARAÇÃO JURAMENTADA DE ROSANA DA SILVA ARAUJO 

Eu, ROSANA DA SILVA ARAUJO, nascida em 15 de março de 2008, no 

Distrito Federal de Brasília, Brasil, e atualmente residindo em 866 N Pugh Ln, 

Saratoga Springs 84045, Utah, declaro, sob pena de perjúrio conforme as leis dos 

Estados Unidos da América, que o seguinte é verdadeiro e correto. 

Fui criada no Distrito Federal por meus pais biológicos, Ronaldo Araujo 

Martins e Raquel Aparecida Da Silva. Desde que me conheço por gente, cresci sob 

a sombra de um trauma constante, em um ambiente dominado por uma sensação 

de pavor imprevisível e profunda insegurança emocional e física. Meu pai sofre de 

alcoolismo severo e dependência de drogas, consumindo substâncias diariamente 

e permanecendo raramente sóbrio. Sob o efeito dessas substâncias, ele sempre 

apresentou um comportamento extremamente agressivo, violento e explosivo 

dentro de casa.  

Mesmo que meu pai não tenha direcionado agressões físicas diretamente 

contra o meu corpo, fui vítima constante de abusos psicológicos e vivenciei 

episódios de extrema violência física contra minha mãe. A imagem da minha mãe 

caindo no chão do banheiro, ensanguentada após ser agredida por ele, ficou 

gravada na minha memória como um pesadelo do qual eu não conseguia acordar. 

Eu era apenas uma criança tentando colocar meu próprio corpo na frente do dela 

para protegê-la, chorando em desespero e me perguntando se nós sobreviveríamos 

àquela noite. 

Em outro momento terrível, quando eu tinha entre 10 e 12 anos, não me 

lembro ao certo a idade, meu pai se envolveu em uma briga de rua/bar por conta de 

suas cobranças e vícios. Pouco tempo após ele chegar em casa transtornado, um 

homem furioso apareceu no nosso portão, esmurrando, gritando e ameaçando 

invadir a casa. Dentro da minha casa fiquei paralisada pelo pavor do que 

aconteceria e ao mesmo tempo vendo tudo com curiosidade, pois eu era só uma 

criança, enquanto meu pai nos expôs ao perigo e saiu para a garagem para brigar 

fisicamente com eles, nos deixando completamente desprotegidas.  



Na infância e adolescência, em vez de ser cuidada, fui forçada a assumir o 

papel de adulta da casa. Devido ao consumo excessivo de álcool e drogas, meu pai 

desenvolveu complicações no fígado, teve uma parada cardíaca e ficou intubado 

em estado terminal na UTI. Sendo apenas uma jovem, passei dias no hospital 

cuidando da saúde dele, presenciando cenas fortes e tendo acesso a conteúdos do 

celular dele que nenhuma filha deveria ver. Foi uma situação bem pesada e difícil 

de passar, ainda mais pela idade que eu tinha na época. 

Já a minha mãe trabalha de forma autônoma (revendendo mercadorias) e 

passava dias e noites fora de casa, sem me dar o menor acompanhamento ou 

proteção. Durante toda a minha infância e adolescência, passei dias inteiros 

sozinha em uma casa vazia, sem saber quando minha mãe voltaria ou se meu pai 

chegaria violento. Ninguém me perguntava se eu tinha jantado, se estava com dor 

ou se precisava de um abraço. Nas frequentes brigas em que meu pai ficava 

agressivo, minha mãe jamais conseguiu intervir para garantir a minha segurança.  

A minha decisão de vir para os Estados Unidos em agosto de 2023 deu-se 

pela absoluta impossibilidade de continuar vivendo sob esse ciclo de negligência, 

abusos psicológicos, violência e falta de segurança no Brasil. O desejo de dar 

continuidade aos meus estudos foi uma consequência positiva de buscar um 

ambiente seguro, mas o motivo primário da minha saída foi a fuga da negligência e 

riscos de viver com meus pais.  

Não tenho qualquer ajuda ou sustento financeiro dos meus pais no Brasil 

atualmente, nem mantenho contato com eles. Voltar para o Brasil significa me 

devolver a esse abismo de medo e desamparo. Meus pais não têm estabilidade 

financeira, moral ou psicológica para me acolher; se eu for forçada a retornar, 

ficarei completamente à própria sorte, sem ter a quem recorrer para ter uma casa, 

segurança e estabilidade. 

Nos Estados Unidos, encontrei na minha guardiã, Larissa Araújo Santos, a 

família e a proteção que jamais tive no Brasil. Pela primeira vez na vida, me sinto 

cuidada como uma jovem deve ser, na verdade, me sinto até criança de novo, pois 

posso ser vulnerável perto da Larissa, e ela sempre cuida de mim. Nós temos tempo 
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